5,870,912 

3 4 

extending through said cylindrical opening and being slid- In a preferred embodiment, slot 22 should have an 

able therewith* said rod having a pin which catches The approximate width of the steel brake pedal shaft 13 such that 

underside of said brake pedal shaft and pulls it upward in a the brake pedal shaft 13 extends through the slot and up to 

decompressed position; and locking means for locking the a extended position. In this position, the pedal can be 

position of the rod and pin such that the that the brake pedal 5 depressed freely as it extends downward through said slot 

cannot be depressed ^2* 

In still a farther ejabc*iiment. die present invention is ^ Invention further comprises a locking mechanism 24 

directed to a device for locking the brake of a vehicle and associated with a first arm 18 of the U-shaped housing. The 

preventing its theft comprising: a base member for a place- te * * S *°f u "« h ^ housing 14 includes a 

meat on the floorboard of a vehicle beneath a brake pedal; io 2™ tahe ?T * « cas « a locking pin 

a steel U-shaped housing extending downward and having a T ^ W ^*^ an ext^diwe rod I » The 

first arm attached tott£ base and having a second sheSer ^:?™^ t Z^V^T**^ °L 36 

^ . r . « * # ^ which extend out the tube of the rectangular steel housing to 

armik^gai.^gfarrccavji.gofa bratepedal sHaft. a locto)g 3^ ^ £3 end of ^ rod 28 

sa«l space between fte first and second anns defining a dot ses a haadle 34 whidi is used to pull the rod upward. 

cylindrical ipewng «t«d« fi therethrough oad coflfceariy ^-SSZSS^hTtSj* """P"^ 

4b said dot; a serrated rod extending through said cylii ' IT^no^^^L^rr' 

drlcal opening and being slidaWc therewith, said rod having ™J^,T°J5™ ^ '"^•^ *» * e 

a^a^fctendfc^catdUDgtheudderrfdeofsaidhralJ 20 ^^^rtlT^fln"^ °^ ^ *T 

pedd shaft and a handle at a second end for pulk it upward ^ d f^Sl 3 ? at thc appropriate point As 

£ a decompressed portion; and loSg S ad^dt S^SUSS ^ V^T^JT^ 

lock the sJrxrA rod for locking the pJtto a of the^dand T^***?" ?** '2^^^ ^ 

pin such that the that the fara]J>edal caruu* be depressed. Jl^^.f JJf J™^ 1 *^ ^ ".fl* 31 " «»** * 

r 25 dj ?P ressed - hi this position, after being locking into place by 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES P ia M - the bi^c pedal shaft cannot be depressed 

FIG* J is an elevational view of the brake anti-theft device JJi2S^ 2?* ^ s ^ venti °V S T 
of tin, present invention. SrVffK tome^dosedj^ 

• t ~ , - u ^ , f , . FIGS. 3 and 4. Thc driver or operator desiring to utilize the 

V** ^ZT^Z*™^ ^^ft^l^P 10 30 4evicel0willutiockthede^^ 

nttoed with rjje brake lock mechanism of the brake ant,- 30 way dowil to mc ba&c tt The ^ i2 will then be placed 

theft device of the present invention, on the floor board 35 under the brake and shaft 13, The br ate 

HG.3isandevatioiialYi£wrtf to pedal shaft will then extend through the opening 20 in the 

of the present invention in an inactive position. U-shaped housing and into the slot 22 with the base posi- 

FIG- 4 is an elevational view of the brake ariti-iheft device 35 tioncd squarely on thc floor board of the vehicle. The 

of the present invention in an activated state, operator will then pull up the handle 34 (Arrow B) thus 

DKTATT KD DFSCRTFTTniSI OF TUP ***** ^ l0CMflg &° 26 ***** Jnt0 slot 22 and 

^^T^^^D^tS SeCUriag * e ba5C U at its in an upward 

PREFERRED EMBODIMENT position. The vehicle operate will then lock the device in 

The brake ano-theft device of the present inventioa is oow 40 this position using the lock mechanism such that thc brake 

described with reference to the enclosed Figures wherein the pedal cannot be depressed, thereby disabling the operation 

same numbers are utilized where applicable. In genera^ the Of the engine and vehicle. 

present invention is a device specifically designed to lock Thc present invention has been described with reference 

the brake pedal of a motor vehicle in an up or non-depressed to a preferred emrxxtirnent. It is to be appreciated that other 

state. Because since 1990. vehicles manufactured for sale in 45 embcKiiznents fulfill' thc spirit and scope of the present 

North American cannot start without thc depression of thc Invention and that the true nature and scope of the present 

brake pedal, the invention Is specifically designed to prevent invention is to be determined with reference to the claims 

the brake pedal from being depressed thus, thereby disabling appended hereto, 

the vehicle and preventing its theft and use. A particular I claim: 

feature of the present inventioa Is that it is intended to be 50 L A device for locking the brake of a vehicle and 

utilized by the driver or operator from the comfort of the preventing the theft of said vehicle corrrprising: 

driver's seat of the vehicle without any need for Che driver a base member for a placement on the floorboard of said 

to get down on his hands or knees or crouch in order to place vehicle beneath a brake pedal and a brake pedal shaft; 

or adjust (he system. a U-shaped housing extending downward and having a 

Referring now to FIGS* 1 to 4, thc brake anti-theft device 55 first arm attached to the base and having a second 

of the present invention 10 comprises a base 12 which is shorter arm defilning a gap for receipt of thc brake pedal 

placed on the floor of the vehicle adjacent to the brake pedal shaft, said space between the first and second arras 

and shaft 13. The base 12 thereby is affixed flush to me defining a slot for receiving the brake pedal shaft and 

floorboard of the vehicle directly below the brake pedal and pertnittirig the full extension of said brake pedal shaft 

pedal shaft 13. «o upward through said slot; and 

Extending from the base 12 is a U-shaped steel housing 14 a locking mechanism associated with the first arm for 

which extends downward The U-shaped bousing comprises locking the underside of the pedal shaft within the slot 

two arms 16, 18, One arm 16 of the U-shaped housing is such that the brake pedal cannot be depressed, 

shorter than the other 18 thereby defining an opening 20 2. Hie device of claim 1 wherein said locking mechanism 

which extends to a slot 22 defined by the space between the 65 is activated by a key. 

legs of the U-shaped housing. The opening 2d facilitates thc 3, The device of cjaim 1 wherein said locking mechanism 

placement and removal of the brake pedal shaft 13. 1$ activated by a corrMnatiori, 
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4. A device for locking the brake of a vehicle and 
preventing the (heft of said vehicle comprising: 

a base member far placement on the floorboard of said 
vehicle beneath a brake pedal and brake pedal shaft; 

a metallic U-shaped housing extending downward and 
having a first arm attached to the base and having a 
second shorter arm defining an opening for receiving 
the brake pedal shaft, said space between the first and 
second arms defining a slot fox receiving the brake 
pedal shaft and permitting the full extension of said 
brake pedal shaft both upward and downward through 
said slot said first aim having a cylindrical opening 
therethrough: 

a led extending through said cylindrical opening and 
being sltdable therewith* said rod having a pin which 
catches the underside of said brake pedal shaft within 
the slot and pulls the brake pedal shaft upward in a 
decompressed position; and 

a locking mechanism for locking the position of die rod 
and pin such that the brake or clutch pedal cannot be 
depressed* 

5. The device of claim 4 wherein said locking mechanism 
is activated by a kcy> 

tf.The device of claim 4 wherein said locking mechanism 
is activated by a combination. 
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7, A device for locking the brake of a vehicle and 
preventing the theft of said vehicle comprising: 

a base member for a placement on the floorboard of the 
vehicle beneath a brake pedal and brake pedal shaft; 

5 a stainless slcel U-shaped bousing extending downward 
and having a fir& arm attached to the base and having 
a second shorter arm defining an opening for receiving 
the brake pedal shaft said space between the first and 

10 second arms **finii^g a slot for receiving the brake 
pedal shaft and permitting the full extension of said 
brake pedal shaft both upward and downward through 
said slot said first arm having a cylindrical opening 
extending therethrough and coUweariy with said slot; 

15 a serrated rod extending through said cylindrical opening 
and being sUdablc therewith, said rod having a pin at a 
first end for catching die underside of said brake pedal 
shaft within the slot and a handle at a second end for 
pulling the brake pedal diaft upward in a decompressed 

20 position; and 

a locking mechanism adapted to lock the serrated rod and 
pin in position such that the brake pedal cannot be 
depressed. 

* * * * * 



